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Kematke ¦post the admission of California, in connexion

umh ike ipttcJt of Hon. M> Walker, of Mitotann.
Mr. DAVIS. The senator from Wisconsin ha* refer¬

red so frequently to the senator from Missi**ippi, calling
my attention to what he wa* ah mt to my, that 1 think it
neceeaary, without intending fully to leply to him.
to show how unfairly lie has treated what 1 *aid in
the Senate on a former occasion.
Mr. WALKEK. 1 beg to iis*ure the honorable senator

that 1 did not intend to treat him unfairly.Mr. DAVIS. 1 will say Ui the penator from Wisconsin
that I am glad to hear his statement that he did not intend
to do it; and yet hi* presentation of what 1 said is such
astwdo me great injustice; but, it being unintentional,
without commentary or preliminary remark, 1 will merelyread those passage* of the speech upon which hi* argu¬
ment wm founded, and will leave what I have said lure-
tofore to answer what has been said by hun in relation
ihefetd on the present occasiou. It will snow that he has
not"quoted what I did say, but something that he has as¬
sumed me to have said.

'

Mr. WALKER. The moat material part of what
I quoted from bim was from a different speech from the
one he holds in hie hand, published in the Union of the
aoth. mm
Mr DAVIS. The senator heretofore referred to what

I had said in relation to the Missouri compromise. I a
.wered him on that occasion; and on receiving the
pamphlet edition of my remarks, to avoid the possibilitythat ne had misunderstood me, I assured myself that he
had a copy of my speech, and called his attention to it a«
containing a full explanation of my views upon that sub¬
ject. Ana if, knowing my opinions, he has represented me
otherwise, 1 leave it to him to explain. In this speech,when treating of what was claimed by the North a* the
prdbar action of the federal government in relation to the
exclusion of the slaves of the southern States from the
Territories, and the grounds upon which it wan done, IJsaid: H
"All this under the pretext that property in slaves is local Jin its nature, and derives its existence from municipal law

Slavery existed before tlie formation of this Union. It de
rived from the constitution that recognition which it would
not have enjoyed without tbe confederation- If the States
had not united together, there would have been no obliga¬
tion on adjoining States to regard «ny species of property
unknown lo themselves. Hut it was one of the compro¬
mises ol the constitution that tbe slave pioperty in the
southern Sta es should be recognised as property throughout
tl.e United States. It was so recognised in the obligation
to restore fugitive*.recognised in Hie power to tax h' ni as

persons.recognised In their representation in the hills ol
Congress? At a properly recognised by the constitution,
and held ill a portion of lb' Slates, the federal government
it bound to admit it into all the Territories, and to give it
such protection as other private property receives "

That was my argument. I appeal to the senator
whether his remarks upon that portion of my speech are
fairly applied to the text.
Mr. VVALKER. If the senator please, I did not quote

from that speech.Mr. DAVIS. Then again, in speaking of the right
under the constitution, after having acquired this territory
from Mexico, to carry any specie- ol property into that
Territory, notwithstanding any law having a prior exis¬
tence wnich prohibited its introduction, 1 said:
"U the right ol the slaveholder to migrate into (he Terri¬

tories, and lo carry this *|>ecies of property there, is pro¬
hibited by Mexican laws, so is tbe ri^ht of the ordinary
trader to enter there with any of those sixty article- of com¬
merce likewise prohibited, and "the privilege which every
citizen now free'y exercises of free trade in the Territories
doe* not exist of right llu i the right of free trade through¬
out the United Stnies is derived liom the constitution, and
resulted necessarily and instantly from the transfer of the
country to the United States. That right equally applies to
the transfer of slave property from the domicil of the owner
in any of tbe States to the same Territories ; and the Mexi¬
can laws ate no more in force on this subject than on the
other."
" It was because the constitution overrode these piohibi-

tory laws that free trade now eai>ts. It is because tbe con¬
stitution recognises property in slaves, and secures equalprivileges and immunities to all eiiisons of tbe Uiiitrd
States, that we claim the a"ohuon ol slavery by Mexico lo
have died with tbe transfer of those Territories to tbe United
States. By the transfer ol the territory the sovereignty ol
Mexico wsi withdrawn the sovereignly ol the Uuitcd
States was immediately extended over the country and
tilled Its place.a sovereignty to bo measured by our consti¬
tution, not by the policy of Mexico "

The senator surely did not answer lo that position, but
to a position which he seems lo have imagined I as-1
turned is relation to the Missouri compromise. The
senator ipoke as though I was clawing something ex¬
treme, demanding a recognition of a right which we had
not heretofore asserted, and taking some ground higher
than the South has heretofore maintained. Now 1 will
make no other argument than to read a part of the speech
to which he re1 erred 1 had been previously miscon*
reived. It had been asaerted that I had claimed that
Congreea should eetabliah slavery in some portion of this
territory, and 1 bad previously had to explain this point.I said:
" But. sir, because, on a former occasion, I stated what 1

believed to be our ooustitutioual rights, but that, ss there
were two great antagonist principles in this country, the
ona claiming that slavery shall l>e excluded from all tj»
Territories, aad the other containing that slaveholders have
a right » go with then property into all of the Territories,
andas these two coufliciing principles could not be recon
ciled, as oompromise was only to be found in a division of
the property, that I would ooutenl lo 1'ie establishment of a

line, on oue side of whidi one of these principles should
prevail, aod on the other side the other should be reeog-
ntsed because I staled this, and because 1 suggested thai
tins common Territory, which it seems cannot be enjoyed
in peace together, should be divided, I was charged with
tbe desire lo establish slavery where It does not now exist.
I tialmed, as oar existing right, tiie privilege to go into all
the Territory, aod said 1 would not recognise your right lo
exclude us frowi any portion of It; for one, 1 was willing <o
settle the controversy, end incur the hazard of taking uie
Missoori compromise line as s division, wsving the ques¬
tion of right, f would agree to any compromise adequate
to the present crisis which rquality and honor will permit "

I then go ob to mate wbat «w (beoh when this Mis
souri compromiee line was applied to the Territory of
l<oeisiana, which waa alave territory. Tbc line or 30
(leg. 30 mm. was drawn through the territory, ami when
slavery waa prohibited north of that line the division wan
complete. It waa uuneoeasary to my anything about the
rountry below, becaaM, saying nothing, slavery rriiletl

theretofore. It waa decided by making a division of
the territory between the slavrhoidmg aad the non-
slsreholdmg State* I bare Mid that, in tbia caw, where
the whole termor) m in dispute, there should be a dm-
tiact application to the una side aad to the other, in or-
ler that we might ha»f the full benefit of the spirit of the
Missouri compromise, in a cane unlike that for which it
«u made; that the citizen* of the Uaited State* were
engaged in controversy aa to the right to take a partic¬
ular Hpaciea of propeity into the Territories; that tbi*
controversy.eo painful, injurious, an<l dangerous in
ita tendency, and seemingly ao irreconcilable.m«lit be
ailjavteil, without compromise of principle, by a division
of the territory between the two sections of the Union.
the one to havo aole possession shore, ami the other to
have equal possession below the line. For, sir, when
yoe admit slavery into the Territory, yon do not exclude
the white laborer. It ia a great fallacy, whicb ha* been
repeatedly ham promulgated, to suppose so No, sir;
stare labor forma the eahetratam on which white labor ia
elevated, and he who seek* for that portion of our coun¬
try where, in fact as in theory, political equality does ex¬
ist, mud be pointed to the slaveholdin* State* Such,
st least, I know to he the case among all the white men
where I reside, aad such I cannot believe to he the case
where, aa in the non-slave States, white men are sank to
menial occupation*.Rut, air, the senator has noticed some closing remarks
of that speech, winch I hoped would have had a tendency
rather to quiet than to excite controversy. Expression
wa* given to the feelings which I hare always enter¬
tained of an abiding love lor all portioae of the country,
an4 no petty sections! hostility toward any has ever found
.helter in my breast. Even that portion of my remarks
the senator baa thoaght pro(*r to comment on, aad, aa I
'hink, unkindly. 1 indicated aa the cause of eectwnai
wife, it might be of the destruction of oor happy aad
bappiiiess-eoafarriag Union, the poor, the despicable an
11 catby to the Sonth b seaass of her institution of African
^"ti'lage. To this he replies, that there ia no hostility
towards us of the Sooth becsase we hold the African
'see ia bondage, bat that it ie only to the extension of the
'?mtoty in which the African may thus be hel l He has
*> hostility, then, it appears, to the fact of our holdingthe African race in bondage in one place, but he has UP
wpsrable objections to oar doing so IS another. Why is

'Is iSfor the benefit of that race itself I Not at all.
ror every man must understand that diffusion, not con-
"titration, is for the benefit of th* slave. Is it for the
benefit of the white race f Not at all. Every one must
Wmersluid that as the white papulation predominates
"'"Ifes Mask, the safety aad happiness of both are ss-
ruied; and. farther, all must understand that if final
e"'«ncipation is ever to easoe, it mast come when the

slaves are few in proportion to the white* inhabiting Uie
couutry. There is 110 policy which would perpetuate and
rivet that institution forever on this country so surely as
that which confines the slaves to the present limits in
which they are held. There must be a door opened by
which they may n<> out, and that door must be towards
the equator. All who understand their habits and con¬
stitutional peculiarities must admit this. And yet the
policy ia here advocated, day after day, by those who
claim to be the peculiar friends of emancipation, to draw
around us a barrier to prevent the exodus of the slaves,
and dam them up in the small territory which they occu¬

py, where, increasing in number year by year, the impos¬
sibility of emancijiation will augment also, until he only
can deny that the system must be perpetual who is pre¬
pared to ree the slave become the matter; to convert a

portion of the States of this Union into negro possessions;
or to witness the more probable result of their extermina¬
tion by a servile war.
A word or two more as to another remark made by the

senator. He assumes that the Mexican States were the
creation of the federal government, and not the federal
government the creation of the States. Now, sir, the
Mexican republic, like our own, passed from the coloni¬
al condition into one of national independence; and when
they organized a government, after throwing olf the do¬
minion of Strain, they stated: "This nation adopts for a
lorm of government a popular representative and federal
republic." The States were to be free and independent
in the administration of their domestic affairs. The
provinces became States, and their republic was a con-
lederation framed after the model of these United States.
It was declared "that these articles df this constitution
shall not be subject to alteration,'* &c.
Mr. BALDWIN, i wish to ask the senator whether,

by the constitution of Mexico, California and New Mex»
ico were States or Territories.'
Mr. DAVIS. Territories, I think.
Mr. WALKER. That I may give the senator the ad¬

vantage of this position, 1 will ask him a question. Sup-
|K>se the government of Mexico had been established on
the plan of Iguala, and that afterwards the Congress cre¬
ated under that plan had taken oar constitution and adopt¬
ed it literally, changing things that absolutely required it,
as for instance the names, would that constitution have
had the same effect there as it would here?
Mr. DAVIS. That involves a great many ques¬tions.
Mr. WALKER. I wish him to view it merely in this

light: Taking the consolidated government, which was in
tact the plan of Iguala, and proclaimed to be the consti¬
tution of Mexico, I wish to know if the Congress created
under that plan had adopted oar constitution, would it
have hail the same affect there as here.'
Mr. DAVIS. Ceitainly not. But I only speak of the

ease as presented: thus by revolution the viceroyatly
fell, and a conferaiion of States, free and independent, rose

upon the site it had occupied. The constitution adopted,
defined the powers of efch department of trie federal gov¬
ernment.there, as here, the de|K»itorv of the general
trusts. I can only answer for things as I understand them
to ixist, not to supposed cases and their effects.

I bad occasion to state to the senator on a former occasion
the fact, that the slave being a person, and recognised in
a twofold aspect as a person and as property, the laws
of the State from which he is carried may follow him,
and affect bis condition in the State to which he may be
migrated. The slave may have by law a right to his lib¬
erty at a certain age; and if he be carried away before
he reaches that age, tie does not become a slave for life.
The decisions of the courts of Mississippi have been most
liberal in this respect. Our juries are prone, in cases in¬
volving a supposition of fraud upon the personal rights of
a negro, to stneld him with a generosity proportionate<0
his weakness. I believe it will always be found that
among us both the juries and the courts have given to the
negro thus amplest protection of our laws. This is ^enatural lesultot that nympatby and generosity which The
relation of master and slave is apt to produce. It is the
public opinion of the country, somewhat suppressed, it
is true, but not destroyed by the offensive and mischiev¬
ous interference of our northern brethren with a domestic
relation which they do not understand and cannot appre¬
ciate. 1 remember a case in point, that ol an African who
was supposed to have been brought ia al ter the year 1808,
having been captured in some of the constant wars
of those barbarian tribes He was purchased by sub¬
scription, and, with a sufficient ouitit, was sent back to
hi* native country.

ft is no uncommon case for questions to arise growing
out of the laws of the State trom which a slave may be
brought, and I think this ha* probably led the senator into
an erroneous construction of judicial decisions.

In replying to my remarks, the senator from Wiscon¬
sin treats ray position as an assertion that slavery results
from a natural right. 1 did not say that. This is the
passage from my speech:
"I do not propose to discuss the j-istlce or injustice of

davery ei an abstract proportion ; 1 occupy thi. seal for no
such purpose. It Is enough for ine 10 know, that bete we
are not called upon to legislate either for iu amelioration or
to fix the places in which it ih til be held, and cetutii 1/
have no powei to abolish it It is enough fo. ine elsewhere
to know that it wai established by decree <>( Almighty God,
that it is sanctioned in the Bible, tn both Testaments, Irom
Oeneiis to ttevelaliou* ; that it has exisird in all ages, ha«
been lound among the people of tfie highest civiHsaiion,
and in nations of the highest proficiency in the aits. It is
enough, if this were not sutficient, to know that it existed in
all the State* of this Union at the period of the confederacy,
and in all but one at the adoption ol the constitution, and
that ia one-halt of tbem it couiinnes 10 exist at the present
day "

That is the passage, I believe, on which the gentleman
relies. Now, sir, 1 never spoke about a natural right. I
am not very sure what a natural right ia. The only
natural right I comprehend is that of force; I know of no
other natural right The senstor owns a hat; not by
a natural right, bat by law. So he owns land, not by
a natural right, bat by law. I did not use the term na¬
tural right, and yet he founded his argument upon that
assumption.
Mr. WALKER. I said that the honorable senator had

traced it to the law of God; and I maintained that that
certainly was as much aa a declaration that slavery was
founded on the laws of nature
Mr. da* 15. well, sir, i <iui aaaign it 10 m« uerree 01

God, and I iru a little surprised to hear the senator read
the dicta o' judges of human law to show that it ia not
the decree of God. I do not know why be should go to
the report* of judicial decision* to determine what ia the
decree of God. Ha ahould go to the inapired writings,
and not to the theories of natural right. \*l the penile-
nan go to Revelation to learn the decree of God , let him
go to the Bible, and not to ihe re|iort of the decisions of
courta. I aaid that slavery waa aanctionad in the Rible,
authorized, regulated, and recognised from Genesis to
Re velabona.
Unmi, ckmfttr 8, wtrm X, ft-" And ha Mi>l, curned ba

Canaan, a servant of servant* -hall he be unto ht< brethren
Ami he .aid, bles>ed be the Lord Ood of Stow, and Canaan
"iJEMfci I bfl lit# MlVtAt
" God ahali enlarge Japoth, and he ahall dwell in ike

ten'a of Ahem, and Canaan ahall be his aervaal"
U.Httn. ckapttr It,PfTM 7 ." And tbe Lord appeared

un» Abraham, and aatd, unto thy aeed will I glee thit
land."
This land beinj tbe plain of Moreh, than inhabited by

tbe Canaanite.
r«TM 18.." Tbe tame d«y the l^onl made a covenant with

Abraham, faying, on'o ihjr feed have Igivn (iiie, from
the river of Egypt unto thn g>eat rlvrr, t'ie rivar Eu-
pbra'e*."
And thea the varioua tribe* inhabiting the eountry were

enumerated.
And he who i* aaid to be the father of tb« faithful, of

whom it ia aaid the Lord delighted to honor, Abraham,
wa* given tbe country of Canaan aa hi* possession; and,
after many year* of oppression, the people of larael re¬
turned lo the land of the Canaanitee. the land ef promise
The Mosaic law regulated alavery aa an established
inatitution, drawing the broadeat distinction between
alavery and servitude, or involuntary and voluntary
servitude, making a diatinction between the Roadmen
who should be of the heathen, and tbe temporary aervice
qf the Jews.

Slavery existed, then, in the earlieat agea, and among
the cboeen people of God; and in Revelation we are told
that it ahall exist till the end of time shall come. You find
it in the Old and in the New Testament, in the propheciea,
paalma, and the epistle* of Paul; you find it recugmaed,
sanctioned everywhere. It i* the Bible and the constitu
tinn on which we rely, and we are not to be anawered
by the diet* of earthly wiadorn, or mere earthly arrogance,
when we have theee high autboritiea to teach and lo
conatme the decree* of God.

I waa sorry that theeenator alluded to the colloquy be¬
tween myself and the *enator from lllinoia, not now in
hie wat, and upon whoee supposed position I made some

stricture*, in which I wm corrected at the time. I ad¬
mitted the correction, aa I always do that of any gentle¬
man who informs me ae to hie intent or meaning. I wa*
sorry when the eenetor thought proper to quote* portion
of that colloquy. If he introduced any of it, lie should
bare given the whole. ,

Mr WALKRR. I will mf to the senator from Mia-
siseippi that I quoted it for avery different object I quoted
him to show that tbe admiaeion in regard to my own po-

wtion of the non-intervention lawn of Mexico being in
u

* Tff .f.Vr th® *fy of the South.

bUl 7 That is a sad sort of non-intervention
ihicL?!3V* America people bj the intervention of
toe law* of Mexico. I say to the senator that I consider

00 wor$e n t')e Wilmot Proviso. I much
n.h'kv «*?"Vou of f,un. W'10 con"«» openly with an

<^rU ot 10 ,li»l ol who finJs an escape
[ram the responsibility, and takes shelter under the ex

jsting laws of Mexico. 1 much prefer him who takes
from us by force that which we believe to be our own,
to nun who seeks to do it by constructions and disabili-
ties which he covertly and obliquely imposes

.. f°y 'rien<{ fawn South Carolina is waiting for me, I
ik *'Te 01 ',,m' w''h the single remark, that when
I heard the senator from Wisconsin close his speech
wim sacb awful curses on agitators and those who con-

*2^ x1 a t'",*a'ullon °f 'he Union
. u r.'u "^ALKER. I said one who should intentionally

*5 £?i?! «*P«.ards 'to consummation.
.
, ~. Then, sir, I trust the senator has not

intentionally taken that one step to its consummation, by
agitating it on the fljxjr of Congress and shocking the
feelings of nearly half the States of this Union. I trust
it was not intentional, because, if intentional, the heavy

SESf fj k ha?uoal,">ii«J here will descend upon
Dimself; and when I beard hun repeat oue curse after
another, as long as th« curse, in Sterne, at every pause

Obadiah" l° 'ny ,ip" lhe concllwion ot> D*ma him.
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MONDAY, MARCH 11,1830.
.aim.

MEMtRIALI AMD PCTIT10NS.
Mr. PEARCE presented tbe memorial of T. P. Mc-

Blair, a purser iu the navy, asking to We allowed a credit
in the settlement of his accounts for payment to certain
warrant officers holding appointments in the navy;
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.
Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of the heirs of

Mary Jimeson, a Seneca Indian, asking the payment, with
interest, of a turn of money deposited for the purpose of
investment with a United Stales sub agent; which was

referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.
Mr f) also presented the petition of emigrant Seneca

and other tribes of New York indians, asking that a new
home may be assigned them in the North, and that they
may be indemnified for their expenses and sacrifices in
endeavoring to cflect a settlement in the territory provi¬
ded for them ia the southwest by the treaty of 1838;
which was referred to the Committee on Indian Afairs.
Mr. D. also presented a petition from citizens of

Chenango county, in the State of New York, asking that
newspapers nay be exempt from postage within a limited
distance from tfurplace of publication; which was re¬
ferred to tbe Committee on the Post Office ami Post
Roads.
Mr. D. also presented a memorial from citizens of

Coopersville. in tbe State of New York, aaking that
copies of the constitution of the United States and
Washington's Farewell Address may be provided for
each school district in tbe United States.
The memorial was referred to the Committee on the

Judiciary.
Mr. JONES presented a petition of the Christian party

of the Menomouie Indians, asking to be allowed addt-
(tional compensation for the lands ceded by them to tbe
United States, and that the lands east of Green Bay may
be assigned them, in lieu of those provided by the treaty
for their permanent borne*; which was referred to the
Committee on Indian Affairs.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the memorial

of Simeon Greenleaf. asking an extension of his copy¬
right; which was referred to the Committee on the Ja-
diciary.

Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of Jacob Hickman,
asking the confirmation of title to certain lands lying iu
the Bastrop grant, in Louisiana; which was referred to
the Committee on Private Land Claims.
Mr BORLAND presented a memorial of officers of

volunteers who served in the war against Mexico, ask¬
ing an additional allowance of bounty lands; which was
referred to the Committee on Military Afiairs.
Mr. B. also presented a memorial trom clerks employ-

ed in the pay department of the army, asking an increase
of compensation; which was referred to the Committee
on Military Atiairs.

Mr. CLEMENSpresentedapetitioo of Willis Stephens,
asking the confirmation of bis chum to an Indian reserva

lion: which was referred to the Committee en Private
Land Claims.

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition oi William Fer¬
guson, a pensioner of the United States, asking to be al¬
lowed a back pension; which was referred to the Com¬
mittee on Pension*.
Mr H. also presented a petition from the heirs of Jona¬

than Patch, a revolutionary soldier, asking to be allowed
a |tension to which their father was entitled: which was
referred" tn the Committee on Revolutionary Claitns.
Mr. ATCHISON presented two petitions from citi¬

zens of the counties of St. Franks, Madison, and
Wayne, in the State of Missouri, aoking the establishment
of a mail route from tbe Iron Mountain to Greenvdle in
tb^t State; which was referred to tbe Committee on the
Post Office and Pont Roads.

* Mr. STURGEON presented a petition of citizens of
Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, asking a reduction
of the rates of postage; which was referred to the Com¬
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads.
Mr. CLAY presented a petition from O. Howard Wil¬

son and others, asking a reduction of the rates of postage;
which was referred to the Committee on tbe Post Office
and Post Roads.

Mr. C. also presented a memorial from James Higgins,
<Vm Adams, and others, aaking that California may be
admitted into tbe Union as a Slate; which was ordered
to lie on tbe table.

Mr. C. also presented the memorial of Leslie Combe,
asking ths payment of a debt due him by the late republic
of Texas, for which the public faith and revenues of this
republic were pledged; which, together with his papers
on the files, was referred to the Committee en the Judi¬
ciary.Mr. C. also presented a document from B. F. Rogers
and other citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, proposing a

plan for the adjustment of the controversy between tbe
northern and southern portions of the Union, growing out
of the institution of slavery; which was ordered to lie on
tbe table.
Mr. C. also presented a memorial of Geo. C. Goes, ask

II ng that a burial ground may be purchased in the vicinity
of the city of Mexico, which was used for the inter¬
ment of An eriean citizens doring tbe occupation of that
city by tbe United Slates army; which was referred to
the Committee on Military Affairs.

VALLJCY or THE UO UaAMDK.

Mr. CLAY. 1 hart in my hand a petition aent me by
a number of people from the lower part of the valley of
the RiO Grande. The) are complaining of the eflect of
their anomaloua connexion with the State of Texan
They concede that Texan haa no legitiauta right to that
portion of the country which I tea toward* the month of
the Rio Grande; and they aak that Congraee will tnke
them under the protection of the United SuUea, and erect
a territorial government for their benefit.

I believe that rome other petifiooa for a similar purpoee
have already been preaented, and referred to the Commit¬
tee on Territories; and I would aak that thia ahould take
the hum direction It ta, ( believe, a printed petition,
and one which 1 suppose baa been exteneively circulated
among the inhabitants of the Lower Rio Grande 1 move
that the reading of the petition be dispensed with, and
that it be referred to the appropriate committee.the Com¬
mittee on Territories
Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, asimilar petition was pre¬

sented the other day. I have no objection to the motion
made by the honorable senator from Kentucky, bat 1
wish to say now what is the fact with reward to ail
these petitions, and to the views and objections of
the people of the Lower Rio Grande. A considerable
number of the population of that section of the eoantry
consists of Msxieana^and a large proportion of them Max
icans who were origwaily and always adverse to Texas,
and who have removed to thia side of the Rio Grande
since the termination jof the war; and a few discon¬
tented individuals.what their object is I do not know,
though it haa been ssggested that they are under political
influences from other quarters, or perhaps instigated sim¬
ply by the deaire to hgure in the political affiurs of the
country.have taken charge of thia Mexican populatioa,
and are engaged in directiM their action for their own

purposes The petition which was presented the other
day was signed almost entirely by Mexicans. During the
session of the legislature of Texan, those individuals
misrepresented or misconceived the action of the legisla¬
tor* in relation to the titles to property altering the title to
lands in that aection. and by that meana misled other in¬
dividuals who had gone there; and shortly after these
propositions were made to dispute the claims at Texas,
by individuals who never were, or were nerer until very
recently, inhabitants ai that section of country. As aoon
aa thia matter waa known among the people of the Rio
Grande, the loyal eitisena of Texas, the bona and sinew
of the country, met together and repudiated their action
I impute no blame to any one, and I make no objection
to the presentation of these partitioas, and to their taking
the direction indicated by the senator from Kentucky. J
have felt it due to my State and to the country that I
should mske this explanatioa.
Mr. CLAY. I know vary little upon thia subject. In¬

deed, until F received the letter accompanying this petition
from a person with whom I am unacquainted, bat who
seems to be an Amatican, I had no idna that there waa
any dissatisfaction in that region of country The peti-
lion itnelf is in both the Kngliah and Spaniah languagea,
and aeemato be signed indiscriminately signed.by Amer¬
icana and Sfaaiarde, or persons of Spanish origin; at
!least I shoals radge so by the names themaelven How
erer, without onring any opinion in relation to the sub¬
ject, I will limit myself to the presentation of the petition,
andtomoving that it be referred to the Committee on

Tile memorial waa than referred to the Committee on
Territorisa.
Mr RUSK moved that the petition he printed, together

with the names; which motion waa referred to theCoas-
mittee on Printing

rioootae aan tub spirit aanon.
Mr HALS presented nineteen petitions from etti___

of Massachusetts, asking that the spirit ration in the navy
may be abolished; also nineteen petitions from citizen*

of the hum State, asking (hat corporeal punislment maw
be abolished in the navy of United State* 5 which peti¬tion* were severally referred to the Committee on Naval
Affairs
Mr. CHASE presented a petition from citizens of Har¬

rison county, a petition of citixenM of Oberlin, and a pe¬tition of citizens and female inhabitants of Loraine coun¬

ty, in the State of Ohio, remonstrating against the adop¬
tion of the reaolntions submitted by Mr. Cur for the
adjuetmeot of the controversy growing oat of the insti¬
tution of slavery, and praying that the introduction of
slavery into any and all Territoriee now free may be pro¬hibited ; that slavery and the slave trade in the District
of Columbia and the slave trade between the States may
be abolished', and that the provisions of the act of 1763
respecting the reclamation of fugitive slaves may be re¬
lieved ; which were ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. C. also presented two petitions from citizens of

Jeffsrson county, and one petition from citizens of Lick¬
ing county, in the State of Ohio, for a reduction of the
rates of (toetace; which were referred to the Committee
on the Post Office and Post Roads.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a petition

from the professors and sisdenta of the theological sem¬
inary at Andover, in the State of Massachusetts, asking
the adoption of measures for the amicable adjustment of
all international diffkultiee by arbitration; which was
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of eitizens

of that State, asking a grant of public land to aid in the
construction of a rSRraKff tfftm Davenport to Council
Bluffs; which was ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. D. also presented a memorial of the eity council

of Burlington, Iowa, and a petition of eitizens of the
same place, asking that certain accretions of land, caused
by the current of the Mississippi river, may be granted to
that city; which were referred to the Committee on Pub¬
lic Lands.

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED.
On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa,
Ordtrtd, Thai the resolution of the legislature ol Iowa, on

the files of the Senate, In favor ol a grant ol land for the
construction of a levee on Muscatiue island, in that Stale,be referred to the Committee on Public Lands.
On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD,
Ordertd, Thai the petition of G- W. and P. E. Newion,

on the flies of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES.
Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Indian Af¬

fairs , to whom was referred House bill for the relief of
Jesse Sutton, reported back the same with amendment.
Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Public Lands,

to.whom was referred the bQl granting to the State of Mis-
souri the right of way and a donation of the public lands
fot making a railroad from the town of Hannibal to the
town of St. Joseph, in said State, reported back the same
without amendment, and recommended its passage.Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private Land
Claims, to whom was referred House bill for the relief of
Richard H. Barrett, reported back the same without
amendment, and recommended its passage.
Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public Lands, to

whom was referred the bill to provide seals of office for
surveyors general of the public lands, reported back the
same without amendment
Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to whom was

referred the memorial of Doctor Hartwell Carver, asking
the confirmation of his title to a tract of land around the
falls of St. Anthoov, on the Mississippi river, purchased
by his grandfather before the revolutionary war, asked
to be discharged from the further consideration of the
same, and that it lie on the tshle.

RESOLUTIONS.
Mr. MANGUM submitted the following resolution ;

which was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed
to:

Rttalttd, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to
inform the Senate whether any report on meteorology has
been made to the department over which he presides by
l'roic».*H and, if so, 10 transmit the report to the
Senate.

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; which
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to:

/htolwtd. That the Committee on the Post OtBoe and Post
RoaSt be ioMroeted 10 inquire into th- expediency o< estab¬
lishing a mail-route from Dewitt, in Clinton county, Michi¬
gan, ihrougu the towns of Hiley and Westphalia, to Maple,
in Ionia county.
Mr. BELL submitted the following resolution; which

was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to:
Rttolotd, That the Committee on Conameroe be directed

to tuquire into the expediency of making an appropriation
or removing the obstruction* 10 navigation in the Tennessee
rivsr.

Mr. BRADBURY submitted the following resolution;
which was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed
to:
JttsWssd, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed

to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension is Da¬
vid Linn, asoMier in the late war with Grant Britain.
Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolution.

which was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed
to:
Rnolvtd, That the Committee on the Library be instruct¬

ed to inquire into the expediency of providing for the re¬
moval of the public green-house from its prneent site to
some more suitable location on the public ground'.
Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolution:
RenAwtd, That 1,000 extra copies of the report of me

Com 111 anone r of the General Land OlBoe, transmitted to
the Senate with the annual message ol the President, be
printed lor the uee ofsaid land offlce
The resolution was referred to the Committee on Print-

¦ones or uu.
Mr. FKLCH gar* notice that be woald aak leave to

introduce a bill to amend an act (or tb« discontinuance of
ihe office of surveyor general in the eeveral districts, so

noon aa tbe surveys therein cm be completed, for abol¬
ish ing land offices under certain cireamstances, and for
other parpoeee, approved 13th Jane, 1M0.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mneeachuaetts, moved that the bill
providing for tbe taking of the seventh census be made
tbe apodal order for Wedneeday next ¦

Mr. D. remarked, that bia object in naming Wednes¬
day was to ataer clear of all arrangements that had been
made. Aa for waiting aatil the preaent question under
discussion was eihaueted by debate, be believed they
might aa well adopt tbe idea of the maa who set down to
wait till tbe river should ran by, ao that he coald walk
over upon dry land.
The question being taken upon the motien, it waa

agreed to.
Mr. D. subsequently stated that it had been stag-

seated that making the census bill the special order
Tor I o'clock on Wednesday did not precisely attain
tbe object' be had in view, which, he deaired to be dis¬
tinctly understood, was that H should snpersede every
other order If it was tbe view of the Chair that his
motion did that, his object was accomplished Ha de-
si4i that the bill mentioned should surpersede all other
orders on Wedneeday next, so that it majr be abaofately
taken up. anleea the Senate shall otherwise direct here¬
after If it did not supersede the other orders, ha wished
to make a motion that it be made the special order for
half-past 13 o'clock.
Mr. DCRJGLAS hoped it woald not be taken up on

that day, as he was desirous of having an opportunity of
addressing the Senate oa the day mentioned Upon tbe
adjournment oa Friday, that announcement waa distinctly
made; and if the Senate woald consent ts postpone this
matter till Thursday, he would esteem it a great favor.
Mr. DAVIS said that tbia woald involve a reconsidera¬

tion of the vote already taken
Mr. MANttUM waa opposed to this preoccupying

days for a week and a fortnight in advance. It had
grown up to be an extremely oknsive custom, and he
was utterly otnoeed to it.
Tbe VICE PRESIDENT stated that the Senate bad

already decided upon the motion to make the subject in
question a special order.

Mr. DAVIS said, as then seemed to be a general un¬

derstanding in the Senate that hia motion aa adopted
woukl accomplish tbe object desired, he woald not praes
any additional aaotioft.
On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, the Senate pro¬

ceeded to the conaideration of the following reaolution.
submitted by him on the 1st instant:
Rmoltti, That the President ef the United Stalss be re¬

quested to eommunicate lo the Senate a oopv ot all the
charges which have been preferred sgsintt Jntaa H. Me-
Kennejr, late antler at Fort Oetaee, Mlanesota Territory, t».

gKhet with >fl the papers Mobing tbe removal of laid Mo-

Mr. SMITH Wished to know if the consideration ot
the reaolution was in order. Aa the reeolntion intro¬
duced some time since by tbe honorable ssnator from
Maine, [Mr Bsadbust,] of the same character
Mr. IX)DGE, of Iowa, I, interposing.) said it wae not.

he thought,o4 entirely theaame character. Hi* reeol
related to aa army removal, and the papers and ch
in snoh caaes were not (A that secret character, as
those mede in ordlhafy Mala of remdvvi for opn
sake. Ha hoped the Senate woald do him the favor to

m
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pass it now. Hs wanted the public to wc lh« atrocious
nature of tbe charges mad* a«am»t Mr. McKenuey, and
the names and objects of those making than.
The resolution wae then read.
Mr. BADGER aaid he bud no objection, it tbe reeolu-

tion waa a proper subject for legislative action, to hare it
acted upon now; but as it related to tbe removal of an
officer, it had nothing to do with tbe Senate in open sea-
won He thought it should be transferred to the execu¬
tive journal, and be would make that suggestion to the
honorable senator from Iowa
Mr. DODGE,of Iowa, acquieeced in the suggestion,

and withdrew the resolution.
aZSOLUTIONS OH THE TABLE

Mr. YULEE moved that the Senate proceed to tbe con¬
sideration of such resolutions, lying on the table, as
would not give rise to debate.
Mr. BADGKR suggested that tbe senator from Florida

modfy bis motion, so as to call up any particular reso¬
lution be might desire. He did not wish the general mo¬
tion to be adopted, as it was nearly time for the conside¬
ration of the special order.
Mr. YULEE then modified his motion, so as to apply

only to the following resolution, which was read s
Rtwlvtd, Thst tbe Committee on Publio Lands Inquire

in'o tbe propriety of providing a compensation to tbe regis¬
ters and receivers in the Newnansvifle ai4fcSt. Augustine
land districts, for tbeir services under the act to provide for
tbe armed occupation of Florida.
Mr. BRADBURY desired simply to say, with respect

the table, that he desired early action upon it, although
he had forborne to press it, in conseqoence of tbe feet that
other imuortaut subjects had constantly claimed the at¬
tention ot the Senate. It was his purpose, however, to
call for early action upbn that resolution: and as several
days of this week were already assigned, he would ask
tbe attention of tbe Senate to it on Friday next.
Mr. YulCk's resolution was then taken tip and adopted.

ADMISSION or CAMVOaNlA.SLAVUT. "

On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, the Senate resumed
the consideration of tbe motion to refer tbe message of
the President of tbe United States, transmitting the consti¬
tution of California, to the Committee on Territories; upon
which motion the senator from Illinois [Mr. Douolas]
had the floor.
Mr. DOUGLAS said that the floor had been assigned to

him, but that he had yielded it to the senator from New
York, [Mr. ScwAao.] The senator from New York bad
been lor some time anxious to address the Senate, but had
several times given way. He had given way to the sen¬
ator from Wisconsin, with the expectation of following
him; but as he had lost the opportunity of doing so upon
that question, hs (Mr. D.) would resign it to him for to¬
day, hoping that he (Mr. D.) should have an opportunity
of addressing the Senate on Wednesday.
Mr. SEWARD then took the fleor and addressed the

Senate at length in favor of tbe admission of California
without condition or compromise. [ I*he remarks of the
honorable senator will appear in oar next issue.]

Senators BERRIEN. WEBSTER, and HALE, followed
with some observations relating to and depending upon
the remarks submitted by Mr. Skwaxd. This subsequent
debate is withheld for publication with the speech out of
which it arose.
Mr. DOUGLAS, obtaining the floor, moved that the

further consideration of tbe subject be postpone 1 until
Wednesday next; which was agreed to.
Mr. FOOTE roes and said, that he wished now to give

notice that to morrow morning be should call up his reso¬
lution for constituting a committee of thirteen, to take into
consideration all the various qipstions relating to the
subject of slavery. He had been very patient, and dis¬
liked to interfere with the arrangement of senators in re¬
lation to the floor; but the subject was tod important to
be postponed from mere considerations of courtesy. He
hoped that> committee so constituted might be able to
bring forward some plan that would reconcile all the eon- »

dieting opinions, and rssolt in harmonious action. There
was no occasion to occupy time in debate, so far as he
could see; and be hoped the proposition might be adopted
without debate. .,

On motion, the Senate then adjourned.
Home or unisirrATiVBi.

After the reading of the journal.
nit narrmrr* siocx ikduii.

Mr SIBLEY asked and obtained leave to introduce a
joint resolution; which was read twice, as follows:
WberSM it is represented that certain bands of Sioux

Indians, at or near tbe soarces of the Minnesota or St.
Peter's river, in ihe Territory efMinnesota, are in a state ot
extreme tullering lor want of food ¦ therefore, <-

Rttolwtd fry lit Ssaais mmd H<mm ./ SyrisnUiliwi aj
Iki fjniltd Siatf of Attune* m Congress ftembUd, That
the sum of three thousand dollars, outof any money in the
treasury not otherwise appropriated, be, and the seme is
hereby, pieced at tbe disposal of the Secretary of the Inte¬
rior. to be expended, under bis direction, in tbe parebase of
articles of food for said bands of Indiana, should the stale ot
the fs«s, in his opinion, make such purchase necessary.
Mr. S. moved the suspension of the rains, that

the said resolution might be put on its passage« which
not being egreed to.
Mr. 8. moved its reference to tbe Committee of the

Whole on tbe state of the Union.
Mr. McCLRRNAND moved that it be referred to the

Committee on Indinn Aflurs.
The question being put on the motion for its reference

to the Committee of the Whole on the date of the Unioa,
it was agreed to.
The regular order of bucinces being called for,
The 8PKAKER announced the frst business in order

tn ha tbe nraaentation of petitions from ths State of Geor-
gia: whereupon,

Mr. JACKSON prewnled the petition of the hem of
lieutenant Stephen Rigg*; which wu referred to the
Committee on Rerolatiocianr Penaiont.
Mr. McLANK enid that, aa the rale Bade proviwoo

for the presentation of petitiooa aad their reference with¬
out introdscing then thaa formally into the Hoaee, he
would more the eaepeneioa of the raJea that the Hoaae
might go into Committee of the Whole on the ainta of
the Unton: bat

Mr. P. UNO. esying that he desired to present certain
resolution* of the legiafatnre of New York, requested the
gentlemen from Maryland to withdraw hia motion for a
few mmntsa; which having been done
aooLvnoKa or the sew rear ucomlatdeb aoaimt

SL&TtaT.
Mr. P. KINO, by leave naked aad obtained, presented

ioint resolution* of the legislature of the State of N«w
York; which were read aalollowa:

Stats or Ntw Yobs.
In Senate, .tannery III, IBM

Huoiptd, (If the ***embly concur,) That, aa lbs federal
eooilituiion wa* formed and adopted expieaely to teoerr
the We»*injc* of liberty to the people of the United flteiei
and tbetr poeterity. therefore the federal govsrsmest ought
to relieve itaeir trom ail isepssaibiUiy far the ssiatenoe or

oonttnoanee of alavery or the tltva trade, wherever it ha*
the constitutional |K>wer over those Mbjecte ; sad oar reti-

stor* In Congree* are berebv Itwtrnctad, aad mr repremnt-
atlves are rsqseet*d, to nee their beet efmrie a procure the

ps**sgs of Iswa that will etfeetnally and farever pat nn end
to the daw trade in the ittetrisi of Ctilnmhli-

Ruaivtd, (II the aaeembly concur,) That the determina¬
tion indicated by the governor*' meemgs* and the re*oln
tiona of the legislature* of vanooa sf the slsveholdiag State*,
and by the representatives Ot »nch State* in C/OniTtS, I#
extend domeatic slavery over ths territory econlreo by the
lew treaty M pence with the rspsbbc of Menon, we fart
bound to oppote by all eanatitutMmal mean*; aad maag.
mting the oonatitntionnt powwr sf Conacre** to psehlbk#fcr
poeiuve enactment, ths eateneion of (iaysry into 6ns tnrri-
<ory, oar waatora la Oosgre*. are hereby inatrneteA, aad
on/ repreeentativea rsqueeted, to u*e their beet effort* is in¬
sert *nch a positive prohibition lato any law tbSy may psaa
for the government of the terrltorle* In QS-BtiOn
Jhwfcsd, (If the a*eembty ooneer.) That oar mnatnr* in

Congree* be InMrsnied, end our iepm*eamilvee HyillSl,
to re*i*t firmly, and to ths etmoetsf thslr abiliqr, saA by
anch positive legislation aa marSo tmeseaery, tfeesxteMion
Of harass «*svery, er the jsriadislleasfTsaaaover any pert
of New Me*wo. ^
kmoltml, (tf the aaeembly oosscer,) That we have learned

with great satisfaction the* the people of California have
X.lopted a constitution which fa entirely la accordance with
the spirit of the free Inetitationi of onr eonotnr ; and our

senator* in Conglew are hereby inetrnn ted, sad earmpre¬
sentstivss reqoeeted, is aid la the peemge ol anoh law* sa

may be neesMsry is admit that State inio ths Uatea.
I«M; (« the aaeembly eoaciu.) That the people of

this Siats are deeirioua of preeerving inviolate the federal
Union, and that tbsy will .trensonsly oppoe* allaiiempta,
rnn whatever aonrne they may emanate, or under what

eear »release thsr may he made, tosfmt It* diaeoiatfcm.
Mmhtd. (if the smembiy oonosr,) That theyw. be

reqiieeted to transmit n onpy at dm fo»er>«ng reeelnite. «.

eaci. ef ths eeaatora asidrsprseesiaiivs* from this Slam in

Br wdw wIllSam"hbnrt BOMRLtM
a " Stats or New Toaa,
In Aaaembly, February 14.1W0.

Iti,-ri.' That the aemsaWy As soneo* in ths psmsga el
thTfo«iP«gje»o»»,'«*

JAS R ROSE. Clerk.

Mr P KINO moved that they he laid on the tatfe, and
ordered to be printed.


